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Data entry: (VIII QUESTIONNAIRE DETAILS)

For which country have you completed the questionnaire?

Latvia

Name(s) of the responsible BFUG member(s)

Andrejs Raugvargers (Scerctary General of the Latvian Rectors” Conference)

BFUG questionnaire was completed using the agreed results of BFUG Latvia follow up group, which consisted of representatitves of the government, employers, student body etc.
Email address of the responsible BFUG member(s)

andrejs.rauhvargers@lu.lv

Contributors to the report:

* Government representatives "S. Liepina, A. Vahere -Abrazune, J. Paiders"

Contributors to the report:

* Employer representatives "A. Lice, I. Trapenciere”

Contributors to the report:

* Student representatives "A.Kazoka, K. Solovjovs, I. Zaripa"

Contributors to the report:

» Academic and other staff representatives "A. Rauhvargers, A. Baumanis, S. KraZe, I Luce, U. Sukovskis, J. Vetra, "
Contributors to the report:

* Other representatives (please specify) "B. Ramina, D. Traidas, "



Data entry: (I Degrees qualifications)

L1. Do your higher cducation steering documents address demographie projections for your country?
Yes M
L1.1. How do these projections affect higher education policy planning?
The steering documents model the higher education financing by incorporating demographic projections in the calculations, for example in concentration of resources and HE funding.
L2. Please indicate the types of higher education institutions that exist in your country.
Universitics
7] Higher education mstitutions other than universities
1.2.1. Plcasc specify
Colleges, academies.
L3. Which of the following statements correspond to structural distinctions in your national higher education system?
0 Higher education institutions are either academically or professionally oriented
@ The profile of higher education programmes is either academic or professional

@ Higher education institutions are either public or private

O Other distinetion between higher ceducation institutions or programmes (Please
specify in the text field on the right!)

O None of the above

L3.1. What is the number of institutions in the categories identified?

17 public universitics,17 public colleges, 16 private HEIs, 8 private colleges and 3 foreign HEI branches.

1.4. Comments

L5. Please provide the percentages of first cycle (bachelor) study programmes for each duration in ECTS:

180 ECTS "30"

15. Please provide the percentages of first cycle (bachelor) study progr for each duration in ECTS:
210 ECTS "1"

15. Please provide the percentages of first cycle (bachelor) study progr for each duration in ECTS:
240 ECTS "69"

L5. Please provide the percentages of first cycle (bachelor) study progr for each duration in ECTS:

ni

Other duration

L5.1. What other duration do bachelor programmes have, it if is not 180,210 or 240 ECTS?

1.6. Please provide the percentages of 1st cycle students enrolled in programmes (full time and part time) of the following length:
180 ECTS "27"

L6. Please provide the percentages of 1st cycle students enrolled in programmes (full time and part time) of the following length:
210 ECTS "1"

L6. Please provide the percentages of 1st cycle students enrolled in programmes (full time and part time) of the following length:
240 ECTS "72"

L6. Please provide the percentages of 1st cycle students enrolled in programmes (full time and part time) of the following length:

ni

Other duration
L6.1. Please specify

L7. Please note that short cycle programmes are treated in a separate section below.

L.8. Are there differences in the structure of programmes depending on whether they are academically or professionally oriented (or are located in HEIs that are academically or professionally

oriented)?

Yes (pleasc explain in the ficld on the right)
Academic study programs are usually shorter (3 years in bachelor) than professionally oriented (4 or even 5 years in bachelor). Also professional degrees involve obligatory internship, which is rare in
an academic study programme

1.9. Do degree programmes exist with more than 240 ECTS which are considered as first cycle programmes ?

1.9.1. In which study ficlds do these study programmes cxist?



1.9.2. What is the typical duration of these degree programmes outside the Bologna model?
L9.3. What percentage of first cycle students is enrolled in these programmes ?

L10. Please provide the percentages of second cycle (master) study programmes for each duration in ECTS:
60-75 ECTS "7"

L10. Please provide the percentages of second cycle (master) study programmes for each duration in ECTS:
90 ECTS "19"

L10. Please provide the percentages of second cycle (master) study programmes for each duration in ECTS:

120 ECTS "73"

L10. Please provide the percentages of second cycle (master) study programmes for each duration in ECTS:

Other duration "1"

L10.1. What other duration do second cyele programmes have, it if is not 60-75, 90 or 120 ECTS?
There are couple programmes that have more than 120 ECTS. For example, one IT masters programme in Liepajas Universitate has 150 ECTS
L11. Please provide the percentages of the second cycle students enrolledin programmes of the following length:

60-75 ECTS "10"

L11. Pleasc provide the pereentages of the second cycle students enrolled in programmes of the following length:

90 ECTS "20"
L11. Please provide the percentages of the second cycle students enrolled in programmes of the following length:
120 ECTS "69"

L11. Please provide the percentages of the second cycle students enrolledin programmes of the following length:

Other duration "1"

L11.1. Please specify

Academic masters programmes have a smaller enrollment than profesional masters programmes, therefore explaining the difference in percentages between number of programmes and students.

L12. Do integrated/long programmes leading to a second cycle degree exist?

L12.1. Is the duration of the above programmes calculated in...

Pleasc choosc

L12.2. What is the typical duration of these degree programmes?
L12.3. In which study fields do these study programmes exist?
T.12.4. What percentage of first cycle students is enrolledin these programmes?

L13. Do second cycle degree programmes exist outside the typical Bologna model (i.e. other than 60-120 ECTS and/or calculatedin years rather than credits)?

L13.1. What is the typical duration of these second cycle programmes outside the Bologna model?
L13.2. What percentage of second cycle students is enrolled in these programmes?
L.13.3. In which study fields do these study programmes exist?

L14. Is the minimum total duration of the Bachelor & Master programmes set nationally in your country?

Yes v

L.14.1. What is the minimum duration of the Bachelor & Master together?

S years [Law on Higher Education Institutions]

L.15. Comments

L16. What percentage of first cycle programmes give access to at least one second cycle study programme?
100%

1.16.1. Please provide a source for this information.

HEIl survey

L.17. What percentage of first cycle graduates continue to study in a second cycle study programme (within one year)?

26-50%
Estimate is based on data provided in the Report on Higher Education in Latvia by Ministry of Education and Science

L.17.1. Please provide a source for this information.

Estimate is based on data provided in the Report on Higher Education in Latvia by Ministry of Education and Science

L18. What are the requirements for holders of a first cycle degree to access a second cycle programme?



L18.1. All students...

..must sit an entrance exam
...must complete additional courses
...must have work experience

...must meet other requirements (please specify
below)

OYes ONo @1 some cases ONo answer
OvYes ONo ®@ln some cases ONo answer
Oyes ONo Oln some cases ONo answer

Oves ONo @1n some cases ONo answer

1.18.2. If other requirements apply and/or requirements apply only in some cases, please specify:

The students have to have knowledge ol language ol instruction.

1.18.3. Holders of a first cycle degree from a different study field...

..Inust sit an entrance exam
...must complete additional courscs
...must have work experience

..must meet other requirements (please specify
below)

Oves ONo ®@1n some cases ONo answer
OYes oNo Om Some cases ONo answer
Oves ONo Om some cases ONo answer

Oves ONo O some cases ONo answer

L18.4. If other requirements apply and/or requirements apply only in some cases, please specify:

The students have to have knowledge of language of instruction.

L18.5. Holders of a first cycle degree from the same study field coming from a different higher education institution...

..must sit an entrance exam
...mus t complete additional courses
...must have work experience

...must meet other requirements (please specity
below)

OYes ONo @m some cases ONo answer
Ovyes ONo @in some cases ONo answer
Oves ONo Oln some cases ONo answer

Oves ONo @in some cases ONo answer

L.18.6. If other requirements apply and/or requirements apply only in some cases, please s pecify:

Holders of a first cycle degree from the same study field coming froma different higher education institution are treated equally like all other students.

L18.7. Holders of a professionally oriented first cycle degree seeking access to an academically oriented second cyele programme...

..must sit an entrance exam
..must complete additional courses
...must have work experience

...must meet other requirements (please specify
below)

Oves ONo Oln some cases ONo answer
Oyes ONo Oln some cascs ONo answer
Oves ONo Ot some cases ONo answer

Oyes ONo Oln some cascs ONo answer

L18.8. If other requirements apply and/or requirements apply only in some cases, please specify:

L19. What percentage of all second cyele programmes give access without further studies to third cycle studies?

100%

L19.1. Please provide a source for this information.

HEI survey

L20. What percentage of second cycle graduates eventually enter into a third cycle programme?

10.0000000000

1.20.1. Please provide a source for this information.

Estimate is based on data from the report on higher education in Latvia in 2013/2014

L1.21.1s it possible for first cycle graduates to enter a third cycle programme without a second cycle degree?

No

L21.1. Please specify the criteria

1.21.2. What percentage of third cycle students enter without a second cycle qualification?

Please choose

1.22. If you would like to make any additional comments on the progression between cycles, please provide them here

L23. Do higher education steering d

Yes v

mention doctoral education/training?

1.23.1. Please provide a reference to the relevant steering document(s):

Law on Higher Education Institutions [http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=37967]

1.24. Do the following types of doctoral programmes exist in your higher education system?

Please indicate for each type of programme the approximate % of the total of all doctoral programmes



Traditional supervision-based doctoral education "5"

124. Do the following types of doctoral programmes exist in your higher education system?

Please indicate for each type of programme the approximate % of the total of all doctoral programmes

Structured doctoral programmes "95"

124. Do the following types of doctoral programmes exist in your higher education system?

Please indicate for each type of programme the approximate % of the total of all doctoral programmes

nn

Professional doctoral programmes

124. Do the following types of doctoral programmes exist in your higher education system?

Please indicate for each type of programme the approximate % of the total of all doctoral programmes

n

Industrial doctoral programmes

1.24. Do the following types of doctoral programmes exist in your higher education system?

Please indicate for each type of programme the approximate % of the total of all doctoral programmes

Other ""

1.24.1. Please specify which other types of doctoral programmes exist

125. Do doctoral and/or graduate schools exist in your higher education system?

Yes v

L25.1. What are the main features of these schools and how many doctoral schools are there?

Interdisciplinarity is the main feature, altogether there are approx. 18 schools.

1.25.2. Please provide an estimate of the share of doctoral candidates who study in doctoral/graduate schools
76-99%

1.26. What is the most common length of full-time third cycle (PhD) study programmes ?

In theory / according to regulations: "3-4"

L26. What is the most common length of full-time third cycle (PhD) study programmes ?

Tn empirical reality: "4-6"

L27. Are doctoral studies included in your country’s qualifications framework?

Yes

L.28. Apart from doctoral degrees, are there other degrees /qualifications referenced to level 3 of the QF-EHEA (level 8 EQF) in your national qualifications framework?
No

1.28.1. Please specify

What are the names of such degrees? ""

1.28.1. Please specify

What is the typical duration of programmes leading to such degrees? ""

L28.1. Please s pecify

DL

What is the purpose/function ofthose degrees
129. Are ECTS credits used in doctoral programmes ?
Yes

L30. Comments

L31. In your system, do short cycle programmes linked to the first cycle of higher education exist?

Yes v

L31.1. Please specify the name(s) of the qualification(s) awarded at completion of short cycle programme(s)

Such programmes arc offered by colleges.

1.32. How are short cycle HE programmes linked to the Bachelor-Master structure?

Holders of short cycle qualifications when continuing their studies in the same field towards a bachelor degree....

@] gain full credit for their previous studics



gain full credit, but only if there is agreement between the institution providing the short cycle programme and the institution where the bachcelor programme is taught
gain full credit for their previous studies but in professional bachelor programmes only

gain substantial (>50%) credit for their previous studies

gain some (<50%) credit for their previous studies

gain little (<5%) or no credit for their previous studics

o0oR0O®

1.33. Are short cycle programmes legally considered to be an integral part of your higher education system?

Yes, part ol higher education

1.34. Comments

L35. Do your steering d tion the pt of student-centred learning?

Yes v

1.35.1. How do steering documents in your country define student-centred learning in higher education?

According to the Guidelines for Education in Latvia 2014 — 2020, the student should be the primary beneficiary in higher education policy. In all planned and implemented activities the individual should
be the main clement of focus and not the institutions.

135.2. How important are the following elements of student-centred learning in your steering documents in a scale from 0 (not important) to 5 (very important)?

Independent learning Qo O1 0203 @14 Os5 ONo answer
Learning in small groups Qo O1 02 03 @4 O5 ONo answer
Training in teaching for staff Qo0 Q1 O2 O3 @4 O5 ONo answer

SSSE pes S eaine Oo O1 02 03 @4 Os ONo answer
outcomes -

Recognition of prior learning 0o O1 0203 @14 Os ONo answer
Learning outcomes Qo O1 02 03 Q4 @5 ONo answer
Student/staffraio Qo Q1 O2 O3 @4 Q5 ONo answer

Student evaluation of teaching Qo O1 02 03 O4 @5 ONo answer
other @0 O1 O2 O3 Q4 Os5 ONo answer

1.35.2b. Plcasc evaluate the following clements of student-centred learning in a scale from 0 (not important) to 5 (very important)

Independent learning Qo O1 0203 Q4 O5 ONo answer
Learning in small groups Qo0 O1 0203 Q4 Os5 @ONo answer

Training in teaching for staff Qo O1 O2 O3 Q4 Os5 @No answer

Assessment based on learning Qo O1 02 03 Q4 O5 @No answer
outcomes -

Recognition of prior learning 0o O1 0203 Q14 Os ONo answer
Learning outcomes OO Q1 O 03 Q4 OS @No answer
Student/staffraio Qo Q1 O2 O3 Q4 O5 ONo answer
Student evaluation of teaching Qo0 O1 02 03 Q4 O5 ONo answer

L35.3. Please specify which other elements of student-centred learning are referred to in your steering documents.

1.35.4. Please provide a reference for your steering documents on student-centredlearning

http://izmizm.gov.Iv/upload_file/2013/TAP_2020_projekts_pa.pdf
Guidelines for education and science development from 2014 - 2020. 7.2. Key principle "human-oriented"

1.36. Comments

L37. In your country, do you use...

a national credit system compatible with ECTS

L37.1. Please provide details of how your national credit systemis linked to ECTS and describe its main characteristics (e.g. how credits are calculated and whether the systemis based on learning-
outcomes)

The creditpoint systemis based on learning outcomes principle. One creditpoint in Latvia is defined as the amount of the workload of one week full time studies. The scheduled amount of the full-time
studies for one academic year, is 40 credits. However the credits can not be awarded without obtained leaming outcomes. Recalculating in Enropean Credit Transfer System (ECTS) points, the amount of
Latvian creditpoints has to be multiplicd by 1.5.

L37.2. Please describe the main characteristics of your national credit system (e.g. how credits are calculated and whether the systemis based on learning-outcomes)

L38. In your country, what percentage of higher education institutions and programmes use ECTS for accumulation and trans fer for all elements of study programmes ?
Percentage of higher education institutions @100 % Q76-99 % Q51-75% ©1-50% Q0% ONo answer
Percentage of programmes @100% 0769 % Q51-75% Q1-50% Q0% ONo answer
L39. In the majority of higher education INS TITUTIONS in your country, what is the basis to award ECTS?
Combination of lcarning outcomes achicved and student workload: student has fulfilled the prescribed workload AND has achicved the expected learning outcomes

139.1. Please specify

1.40. In the majority of higher education PROGRAMMES in your country, what is the basis to award ECTS?

Combination of leaming outcomes achieved and student workload: student has fulfilled the prescribed workload AND has achieved the expected leaming outcomes



1.40.1. Please specify

L41. If student workloadis part of the award of ECTS credits, is there a standard measure of the number of hours per credit?

Yes

T.41.1. What is the number of hours per credit?

The creditpoint systemis based on leamning outcomes principle. One creditpoint in Latvia is defined as the amount of the workload of one week full time studies. The scheduled amount of the full-time
studics for onc academic ycar, is 40 credits. However the credits can not be awarded without obtained learning outcomes. Recalculating in European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) points, the amount of
Latvian creditpoints has to be multiplied by 1.5.

142. Arc ECTS credits linked with learning outs in higher education progr in your country? (This means that learning outcomes are formulated for all programme components and
credits are awarded only when the stipulated learning out are actually acquired.)

Yes, in the majority (50-99%) of programmes

1.43. Does national policy steer and/or encourage the use of learning outcomes in developing curricula?

Yes, this is done through compulsory measures (law, regulations, etc.)

1.43.1. Docs your country take specific support measurcs on the national level?

Yes there are seminars and workshops at national level organized, however on ad hoc basis.
L44. Does national policy steer student assessment procedures to focus on learning outcomes?
Yes, this is donc through compulsory measures (law, regulations, cte.)
L45. Is there an offer of training programmes on topics such as student-centred learning and learning outcomes for academic staft?
Compulsory  OVes, forall academic staff @Yes, for some academic staff ONo ONo answer
Voluntary @Yes, for all academic staft OYes, for some academic staff ONo ONo answer
L45.1. Please indicate the approximate percentage that participate
5-10% are voluntary , 50% are participating in compulsory events organized by the HEL

1.45.2. Please specify for which members of academic staff training programmes are offered

1t is voluntary for professors and associated professors, but obligatory for junior academic statf.

1.46.Is the use of learning outcomes in curricula development and student assess ment monitored by Quality Assurance procedures?

Yes M

L46.1. Please explain how, and provide a reference to further information

L47. If you would like to make any additional comments on ECTS and/or learning outcomes, please provide them here

148.Is the Diploma Supplement issuedin higher education institutions and to BA/MA students in all fields of study?

The Diploma Supplement is issued...

..automatically to all students:by 100% of HEIs
...automatically to all students:by 76-99% of HEIs
..automatically to all students:by 51-75% of HEIs
..automatically to all students:by 26-50% of HEIs

..automatically to all students:by 1-25% of HEIs
...automatically to all students:by 0% of HEIs
...automatically to some students:by 100% of HEIs
...automatically to some students:by 76-99% of
HEIs

...automatically to some students:by 51-75% of
HEIs

..automatically to some students :by 26-50% of
HEIs

...automatically to some students:by 1-25% of HEIs
..automatically to some students:by 0% of HEIs
...upon request:by 100% of HEIs

...upon request:by 76-99% of HEIs

...upon request:by 51-75% of HEIs

...11pon request:by 26-50% of HEIs

-..upon request:by 1-25% of HEIs

...upon request:by 0% of HEIs

...in certain ficlds of study:by 100% of HEIs
..in certain fields of study:by 76-99% of HEIs
..in certain fields of study:by 51-75% of HEIs
..in certain fields of study:by 26-50% of HEIs

..in certain fields of study:by 1-25% of HEIs



...in certain fields of study:by 0% of HEIs
...to no students :by 100% of HEIs

...to no students :hy 76-99% of HEIs

...to no students :by 51-75% of HEIs

...to no students :by 26-50% of HEIs

...to no students :by 1-25% of HEIs

...to no students :by 0% of HEIs

1.48.1. Please specify to which students
L48.2. Please identify the fields of study in which the Diploma Supplement is issued

1.49.Is the Diploma Supplement issued to graduates in the third cycle?

Yes, for some graduates of these programmes

L49.1. Please s pecify

Almost all third cycle programmes issue a Diploma Supplement.

L50. Is there any itoring of how employers use the Diploma Supplement?

L50.1. Please provide the most recent results regarding the level of satisfaction of employers:

L50.2. Please provide a reference to the source of this information:

L51.1s there any monitoring of how higher ceducation institutions usc the Diploma Supplement?

L51.1. Please provide the most recent results regarding the level of satisfaction of institutions:

L52. In what language(s) is the Diploma Supplement issued?
English and Latvian

1.53. The Diploma Supplement is issued...

free of charge

1.53.1. Please specify the categories of students
L53.2. Please provide the amount and the reason for the fee
L1.54. Comments

1.55. Do national higher education steering doc mention joint or double degrees?

Yes v

L55.1 Please provide a reference to the legislation and/or cite the relevant articles

Law on Higher Education Institutions [http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=37967]

L56. Does higher education legislation explicitly allow:

Establis hing joint programmes
Awarding joint degrees

Recognition of QA decisions on joint degrees

©yes Ono Obegislalion not clear Obegislalion does not mention joint degrees ONo answer
®yes Ono Ochislation not clear Ochislation docs not mention joint degrees ONo answer
Oves Ono Oh:gislation not clear @h:gislation docs not mention joint degrees ONo answer

L57. Pleasc cstimate the percentage of institutions in your country that award joint degrecs / arc involved in at least onc joint programme.

Award joint degrees

Participate in joint programmes

Q100% O76-99% Q51-75% Q26-50% Q11-25% Q6-10% @1-5% Q0% ONo answer
Q100 % O76-99% Q51-75% Q26-50% Q11-25% Q6-10% @1-5% Q0% ONo answer

L58. Please estimate the percentage of students in your country that graduated in the academic year 2012/13...

..with a joint degree  O>10% O>75-10% O>5-75% O>25-5% ©>0-2.5% Q0% ONo answer

—.from a joint programme  O>10% O>75-10% O>5-7.5% O>2.55% ©>0-25% Q0% ONo answer

L59. Please estimate the share of joint programmes in the three cycles
First cycle (%) "0"
L59. Please estimate the share of joint programmes in the three cycles

Sccond cycle (%) "80"

L59. Please estimate the share of joint programmes in the three cycles

Third cycle (%) "20"

1.60. Do you have information about study fields in which joint programmes / joint degrees are most common?



160.1. Please explain briefly and mention/link to the source of this information
L61. Comments

L62. The BFUG working group on qualification frameworks has developed the following steps to assess the progress made in establishing an NQF. Please choose below the stage that best describes
your national situation.

11: The final NQF and the self-certification report can be consulted on a public website

L.62.1. Pleasc provide the date when the step was completed.

10-13-2010

1.62.2. Is information on the development and/or revision of your NQF available through a national QF website?

Please choose.. ¥

L62.3. Please provide the link to the website:

[http//www.nki-latvija.lv/]

L63. At what level of the European Qualifications Framework (EQF) do you place school leaving qualifications giving standard access to higher education?
EQF level 4 or cquivalent

1.64. Have you referenced your higher education qualifications against EQF levels?

Yes: first, second and third cycle qualifications have been referenced against EQF levels 6,7,8

L.64.1. Please provide a reference to official documents

Regulation on Cducation Classification in Latvia[http://likuni.lv/doc.php?id=184810]

L65. Have you referenced your short-cycle higher cducation qualifications against EQF levels?

Yes: short-cycle qualifications have been referenced against EQF level 5

L65.1. Please provide a reference to official documents

Regulation on Education Classification in Latvia[http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=184810]

L66. Which institution/organisation makes final decisions on recognising foreign qualifications for the purpose of ACADEMIC STUDY in your country?

Higher education institution whose decision is made based on ENIC/NARIC centre advice

1.67. Which ins titution/organisation makes final decisions on recognising foreign qualifications for the purpose of PROFESSTONAL EMPLOYMENT in your country?

Individual employers
L68. Which of the following statements is specified in national legislation?

@ Applicant's right to fair assessment of qualification

Recognition of qualification provided that no substantive diffcrences can he
proven

@ Where recognition is not granted or is granted only partly, demons tration of
substantial differences by the competent authority

@ Where recognition is not granted or is granted only partly, the applicant has the
right to appeal

O None of the above

1.68.1. Please provide a reference to the relevant legislation
[http:/likumi.lv/doc.php?id=24681]

1.68.2. What measurcs cxist to cnsure that these legal stat

arc impl ted in practice?

Tt is possible to object to the decision made.

L69. Howis a foreign qualification giving access to first cycle higher education in another country consideredin an application for a first cycle higher education programme in your country?
The qualification is considered in a different way to the national qualification

L69.1. Please specify

The diploma has to undergo a procedure for recognition

1.70. Howis a foreign qualification giving access to second cycle higher education in another country consideredin an application for a second cycle higher education programme in your country?
The qualification is considered in a different way to the national qualification

L70.1. Please specify

The diploma has to undergo a procedure for recognition

L71. Howis a foreign qualification giving access to third cyele higher education in another country considered in an application for a third cycle higher education programme in your country?
The qualification is considered in a different way to the national qualification

L71.1. Please specify

The diploma has to undergo a procedure for recognition

L72. Do higher education institutions typically:

make recognition decisions in faculties/departments and mainly by staff teaching in the particular programme

1.72.1. Please explain



1.72.2. i you wish, please comment on the (possibly several) practical procedures of recognition at institutional level

L73. What measures exist to ensure that higher education institutions have fair recognition procedures for study and training periods abroad?

Law about higher education institutes

1.74. Comments



Data entry: (II Quality assurance)

IL1. Which situation applics in your country?

Other

IL1.1. Please specify

After having single independent national agency for decades, Latvia undergoes improvement reforms of the QA system. During the transistion period the ministry is responsible for QA, delegating the
task to a conmmission consisting of stakeholders. A re-establishment of improved QA system has been defined as one of the priority tasks for the government of President of Ministers, Ms. L. Straujuma,
within 2014: http://www.mk.gov.Iv/lv/mk/darbibu-rcglamentcjosic-dokumenti/Straujumas-valdibas-dcklaracija/

IL.2. What is the main outcome of an external review?

Please choose

11.2.1. For each of the agencies, what is the main outcome of an external review?

I1.2.2. Please specify

TL.3. Does the outcome of an external reviewnormally have an impact on the funding of the institution or programme?

Please choose

1L3.1. Please specify the normal impact of an external review

IL4. Does the agency cover:

T1.4.1. Considered together, do the agencies cover:

1ILS. Do the agencies cover:

IL5.1. Please specify:

11.6. What is the main focus of the external evaluations undertaken?

1L6.1. Are all institutions included?

IL6.2. Please specify

1L.6.3. Are all programmes in all cycles included?

1L6.4. Please specify

1L6.5. Are all institutions and all programmes included?

TL.7. Are the outcomes of Quality Assurance evaluations made available to the public?

Allreports are publically available

IL8. Are the following issues typically included in external Quality Assurance Evaluations?

IL8.1.

Teaching @yes ONo Oln some cases ONo answer
Research  @Yes ONo Ot some cases ONo answer
Student support services ©ves ONo Om some cases ONo answer

Lifelong learning provision

Admissions processes

Student progression, drop-out and completion
Employability

Internal Quality Assurance / Management
system

Recognition policy and practice

Please specify

@ves ONo Om some cases ONo answer
@yes ONo Oln some cases ONo answer
®ves ONo Ol some cases ONo answer
@ves ONo Ol some cases ONo answer

@ves ONo Oln some cases ONo answer

@yes ONo Oln some cases ONo answer

IL8.2. TFor thosc issucs that are typieally included in external QA cvaluation, please provide details on the criteria used. Pleasc also provide the full reference to relevant documents

The QA systemin Latvia has been developed on the basis of the European Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance. The aspects are integrated in many working documents, e.g. the
questionnaire for peer review requires to check the quality of academic statf against their preparadness to teach according to learning outcomes principle, see in Latvian:



www.aikne.lv/static_media/dati/materiali/ LV/Exp Ank230311Kopcja_1l.doc

11.8.3. Additional comments

ILY. Does your national Quality Assurance system or legislative framework explicitly allow higher education institutions to choose a Quality Assurance Agency from outside your country as part of

the initial and/or periodic external QA review?
No

Howevecr allowing the institutions to choose the QA agency fromabroad has been discussed by the previous Minister of Education and Science, Mr. V. Dombrovskis, as onc of the probable features of

the improved QA system: www.mk.gov.Iv/.../TZZMzno_071013_akreditacija

ILY.1. Please explain the differences

11.9.2. Please specify which institutions are able to choose

IL10. Which conditions apply to the choice of a Quality Assurance Agency for cross border review?

TL.10.1. How many higher education institutions have used this opportunity?

IL11. In the case of international joint and double degree programmes, are quality assurance decisions of QA agencies registered abroad recognised in your country?

Other (e.g. the agency must be also a member of the European Association for Quality Assurance in ITigher Education (ENQA).

IL11.2. Please specify

IL12. Additional comments

IL13. Docs your legislation or steering documents encourage your national QA ageney(ics) to be:

O Listedin EQAR
O Member of ENQA

There is no specification within the current legislation or steering documents

@] Yes, for an application to EQAR

7] Yes, for the purpose of ENQA membership

(] Yes, for other purposes

O An evaluation is planned before the 2015 Ministerial Meeting in Yerevan but has

IL.15. Is there a formal requirement that students are involved

In governance structures of national QA agencies
As full members in external review teams

As observers in external review teams

In the preparation of self evaluation reports

In the decision making process for external reviews

In follow-up procedures

TL15.1. Plcase specify

not yet taken place

O o

OYes, it is compulsory OYes, itis advised ONo @ some cases ONo answer
@ves, it is compulsory OYes, itis advised ONo Omn some cases ONo answer
OYes. it is compulsory @Yes, itis advised ONo Qln some cases ONo answer
@yes, it is compulsory OYes, itis advised ONo Qln some cases ONo answer
@ves, itis compulsory Och, it is advised ONo Qln some cascs ONo answer
OYes, it is compulsory OYes, itis advised @No O some cases ONo answer

1L16. Is there a formal requirement that international peers/experts are involved?

In governance structures of national QA agencies?
As full members in external review teams

As observers in external review teams

In the decision making process for external reviews

In follow-up procedures

IL16.1. Please specify

T1.17.1Is there a formal requirement that academic staff are involved

In governance structures of national QA agencies?
As full members in external review teams

As observers in external review teams

In the decision making process for external reviews

In follow-up procedures

IL17.1. Please specify

TL18. Is there a formal requirement that employers are involved

OYES, it is compulsory OYES, it is advised @NO Ol some cases ONo answer
@YES, it is compulsory Ovs. it is advised ONO Oln some cases ONo answer
OYES, it is compulsory OYES. it is advised @NO Qln some cases ONo answer
OYES, it is compulsory OvES. it is advised @NO Qln some cases ONo answer
OYES, it is compulsory OXES, it is advised @NO Qln some cases ONo answer

OYes, it is compulsory OYes, it is advised @No O some cases ONo answer
OYes, it is compulsory @Yes, itis advised ONo Omn some cases ONo answer
Oes, it is compulsory OYes, itis advised @No Omn some cases ONo answer

OYes. it is compulsory OYes, itis advised @No Qln some cases ONo answer

Oves, it is compulsory Opes, it is advised @No Oln some cases ONo answer



In governance structures of national QA agencies?  Qyes, it is compulsory Oves, it is advised @No Oln some cascs ONo answer
As full members in cxternal review teams OYes, it is compulsory @Yes, it is advised ONo OTn some cases ONo answer

As observers in external review teams OYes, it is compulsory @Yes, itis advised ONo Omn some cases ONo answer

In the decision making process for external reviews @Yes, it is compulsory OYes, itis advised ONo O some cases ONo answer

In follow-up procedures OYes. it is compulsory OYes, it is advised @No Oln some cases ONo answer

IL18.1. Please specify

11.20. Arc there formal requirements for higher cducation institutions to develop internal quality assurance systems?

Yes

IL20.1. Please specify these requirements and the relevant source

The Law on Higher Education Institutions [http:/likumi.lv/doc.php?id=37967] requires HEI to create and maintain an internal QA system (respective policy and procedures, regular supervision of
programs, system to ensure that obtained leaming outcomes by students can be assessed, system for staff qualification and quality, data collection for the purpose of quality monitoring).

IL21. Who is primarily responsible for deciding the focus of internal quality assuranee processes?
Higher education institutions

11.21.1. Please specify

T1.22. Are there formal requirements for students to be involved in internal quality assurance systems?

Yes

1L22.1. Please specify

1L.23. is there a requirement for students to be involved in the preparation of self evaluation reports ?

@ ves
O ~o
O I some cases

T1.23.1. Please specify

IL24. is there a requirement for students to be involved in decision-making as an outcome of evaluation?

Yes

1L.24.1. Please specify

IL.25. How many higher education institutions have published a strategy/policy for the continuous enhancement of quality in the past 5 years?

75-99%%
Very often the quality issue is part of the general steering policy docuements.

11.26. How many higher education institutions have arrangements in place for the internal approval, monitoring and periodic review of programmes and awards?

100%

IL26.1. Please describe what kind of arrangements are in place.

According to the law that stipulates the accreditaton process [http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=252142], the self-evaluation report has to be updated annually on each accredited program, and it has to be
published on the HEI's website. Therefore a procedure is in place that ensures that this and other internal quality assurance requirements takes place.

1L.27. How many higher education institutions publish up to date and objective information about the programmes and awards offered?

100%

IL28. How many higher education institutions publish critical and negative outcomes of Quality Assurance evaluations?

1-24%

IL29. Are higher education institutions' recognition policy and practice typically evaluated in Internal Quality Assurance processes within the institution?

Sometimes

1L.29.1. Please explain

It is not typical to include the recognition policy and practice in Internal Quality Assurance processes. It is evaluated in cases when problems are detected and demand for new practices and procedures
arise.



Data entry: (IIl Social dimension)

TIL Policy background: In the framework of the Bologna Process, the ministers responsible for higher education agreed that the student body entering, participating in and completing higher
education at all levels should reflect the diversity of the population living in the different European regions (London Communiqué, 18 May 2007).

IIL1. How is the objective of widening participation reflected in steering documents of your country?

Tt is reflected through general policy statements but no concrete measures have been put in place

II1.1.1. Please indicate these measures in the form of bullet points:

T.2. Do steering documents of your country refer to any quantitative objectives to be reached regarding the population entering, participating in and/or pleting higher cducation?

No, there are no specific quantitative objectives to be reached

IIL2.1. Please indicate which statement(s) best describe(s) your country-specific situation: The quantitative objectives are formulated in terms of...

O student population entering TTE

O student population participating in HE
O student population completing HE

@] graduates entering the labour market

TI1.2.2. Please specify the quantitative objectives and the period they cover. Please also indicate the steering documents in which they are stipulated (reference andlink).

111.2.3. Please indicate which underrepresented groups are covered by the quantitative objectives, what they are and which period they cover. Please also indicate the steering documents in which they
are stipulated (reference andlink).
Students with disabilities :Objective set and period covered
Students with disabilities :Policy document (reference and link)
Adults/mature students :Objective set and period covered
Adults/mature students:Policy document (reference and link)

Students from lower socio-economic background/lower socio-economic
group:Objective set and period covered

Students from lower socio-economic background/lower socio-economic group:Policy
document (reference and link)

Male/female (gender groups):Objective set and period covered
Male/female (gender groups):Policy document (reference and link)

Ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minoritics (pleasc speceify):Objeetive set and
period covered

Ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minorities (please specify):Policy document
(reference and link)

Students living in specific geographical areas (c.g. rural areas):Objective sct and
period covered

S tudents living in specific geographical areas (e.g. rural areas):Policy document
(reference and link)

Migrants :Objective sct and period covered

Migrants:Policy document (reference and link)

Migrants' children:Objective set and period covered

Migrants' children:Policy document (reference and link)
Other groups:Objective set and period covered

Other groups:Policy document (reference and link)
TI1.2.4. Comments

IIL3. Are there any mechanisms in your country, which encourage or oblige higher education institutions to participate in a systematic monitoring of the composition of the student body?

Yes v
111.3.1. Please provide a short description of the mechanisms in place:
The regulation ofthe Cabinet of Ministers [http:/likumilv/doc.php?id=134392] defines information and data that has to be submitted by the HEI to the Ministry of Education and Science.

TII.4. Please indicate the stages at which the composition of the student body is subject to systematic monitoring and the student characteristics which are taken into account at these stages. If there
is no systematic monitoring at the given stage, please tick "neot applicable".

Disability:At entry to HE

Disability:During HE studies

Disability: At graduation

Disability:After graduation

Labour market status prior to the entry to HE:At entry to HE
Labour market status prior to the entry to HE:During HE studies
Labour market status prior to the entry to HE:At gradnation

Labour market status prior to the entry to HE:After graduation



Age:At entry to HE

Age:During HE studies

Age:At graduation

Age:After graduation

Type and level of qualification achieved prior to entry to HE:At entry to HE
Type and level of qualification achieved prior to entry to HE:During HE studies

Type and level of qualification achieved prior to entry to HE:At graduation
Type and level of qualification achieved prior to entry to HE: After graduation
Socio-cconomic background:At entry to HE

Socio-economic background:During HE studics

Socio-economic background:At graduation

Socio-economic background:After graduation
Gender:At entry to HE
Gender:During HE studies

Gender:At graduation
Gender:After graduation

Ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minority status (please specify in
comments):At entry to HE

Ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minority status (please specify in
comments):During HE studies

Ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minority status (please specify in
comments):At graduation

Ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minority status (please specify in
comments ):After graduation

Religion:At entry to HE
Religion:During HE studies

Religion:At graduation

Religion:After graduation

Migrant s tatus (migrants or migrants' children):At entry to HE

Migrant status (migrants or migrants' children):During HE studies
Migrant status (migrants or migrants' children):At graduation

Migrant status (migrants or migrants' children):After graduation

Other characteristics:At entry to HE

Other characteristics :During HE studies

Other characteristics:At graduation

Other characteristics:After graduation

Not applicable (no systematic monitoring at the given stage):At entry to HE
Not applicable (no systematic monitoring at the given stage):During HE studies

Not applicable (no systematic monitoring at the given stage):At graduation

Not applicable (no systematic monitoring at the given stage):After graduation
TI1.4.1. Please speficy how ethnic, cultural, religious or linguistic minority status is taken into account:
11L4.2. Please specify which other student characteristics are taken into account in the monitoring:
1L4.3. Comments

1IL5. Please specify who monitors the composition of the student body

HEIs, WITHOUT obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office):At entry to HE

i
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HEIs, WITHOUT obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office):During HE studics

HEIs, WITHOUT obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office): At graduation

HEIs, WITHOUT obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office):After graduation

HEIs, WITH obligation to submit data to another body (c.g. ministry, s tatistical
agency/office):At entry to HE

HEIs, WITH obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office):During HE studies

HEIs, WITH obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office):At graduation

HEIs, WITH obligation to submit data to another body (e.g. ministry, statistical
agency/office):After graduation

L]

Ministry/governmental body:At entry to HE



Ministry/governmental body:During HE studies

Minis try/governmental body:At graduation
Ministry/governmental body:After graduation

Ind dent bodies/ ies:At entry to HE

Independent bodies/: ies:During HE studies
Independent bodies/agencies:At graduation
Tndependent bodies/agencies :After graduation
Other:At entry to HE

Other:During HE studies

Other:At graduation

Other:After graduation

No systematic monitoring:At entry to HE

No systematic monitoring:During HE studies

No systematic monitoring:At graduation

No systematic monitoring:After graduation 1

TILS.1. Please specify which other organisation monitors the composition of the student body

1I1.5.2. If at certain stages you chose several options, please explain the distribution of responsibilities between different parties involved:

The regulation of the Cabinet of Ministers [http:/likumilv/doc.php?id=134392] defines information and data that has to be submitted by the HEI to the Ministry of Education and Science. Apart from
this information HEIs are collecting further information, inter alia on student body, allowing better serving the mission and vision of the individual HEL

IIL5.3. Comments

TIL6. In your country, are there legal restrictions on collecting or publishing data on certain student characteristics (e.g. ethnic background of students)?

..collect data on certain student characteristics ~ @No lcgal restrictions apply to... OSome legal restrictions apply to... ONo answer

...publish data on certain student characteristics OnNo legal restrictions apply to... @some legal restrictions apply to... ONo answer

TIL6.1. Pleasc specify which data cannot be collected or published and why.

The Personal Data Protection Law [http://likumi.lv/doc.php?id=4042] regulates the aspects of data that can be collected or published, but it is very general and applies not only to students.

IIL7. Are the results of monitoring activities related to different stages (i.e. at entry, during studies, at graduation, after graduation) publicly available?

Yes v

I11.7.1. How are these results published?

Information is shown for cach individual higher cducation institution

TIL7.2. Please provide details on where the results of the monitoring activities can be consulted.

http/izm.izm.gov.Iv/registri-statis tika/statis tika-augs taka.html

111.8. From the data collected in your monitoring system, what have been the main changes in the composition of the student body during the last ten years?

The absolute number of students has decreased considerably since 2004 - by more than 40% (130 000 in 2004 vs. 90 000 in 2013). The age structure has experienced a change as well. In 2013 the
proportion of students aged over 29 years (21% of all students) was noticeably lower than in 2004 (29% of all students). In terms of gender, the differences in the course of time have been almost non-
existent. The proportion of female graduates in 2004 is almost the same as in 2013 (69%).

TIL9. Please choosc the statement that best describes your country-specifie situation:

Individuals that meet standard entry requirements have...

a guaranteed right to higher education in ALL fields and they are commonly accepted
to the institution of their own (first) choice:Universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in ALL fields and they are commonly accepted
to the institution of their own (first) choice:HEIs other than universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in ALL fields but they are often offered a
place at an institution that is NOT their own (first) choice:Universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in ALL fields but they are often offered a
place at an institution that is NOT their own (first) choice:HEls other than
universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in SOME fields and they are commonly
accepted to the institution of their own (first) choice:Universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in SOME fields and they are commonly
accepted to the institution of their own (first) choice:HEIs other than universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in SOME fields but they are often offered a
place at an institution that is NOT their own (first) choice: Universities

a guaranteed right to higher education in SOME fields but they are often offered a
place at an institution that is NOT their own (first) choice:HEIs other than
universities

no guaranteed right to higher education:Universities 1 v

no guaranteed right to higher education:HEIs other than universities

I1L9.1. Please specify which fields are excluded:



T1.9.2. Comments

In some study fields (e.g. medicine, architecture etc.) restriction is due to limited study places available. Also the tuition fee can serve as a restrictive barrier for studies.
TIL10. Please explain on what basis higher education institutions most commonly select students:

Level of achievement in standard entry requirements:Universities
Level of achievement in standard entry requirements :HEIs other than universities
Entry cxaminations for all programmes :Universitics

Entry examinations for all programmes:HEIs other than universitics

Entry examinations for some programmes, and level of achievement in standard entry
requirements for others:Universities

Entry examinations for some programmes, and level of achievement in standard entry
requirements for others:HEIs other than universities

Other:Universities

[
<

Other:HEIs other than universities

TIL10.1. Please specify which other criteria apply:
111.10.2. Comments

TL11. Pleasc describe up to five main access routes to higher education (including, but not limited to, entry with a school leaving certificate, entry with a vocational cducation certificate, entry without
formal certification).

Route 1 "Secondary school certificate"

TIL.11. Please describe up to five main access routes to higher education (including, but not limited to, entry with a school leaving certificate, entry with a vocational education certificate, entry without
formal certification).

Route 2""

II1.11. Please describe up to five main access routes to higher education (including, but not limited to, entry with a school leaving certificate, entry with a vocational education certificate, entry without
formal certification).

qmn

Routc 3

11L11. Please describe up to five main access routes to higher education (including, but not limited to, entry with a school leaving certificate, entry with a vocational education certificate, entry without
formal certification).

Route 4""

IIL11. Please describe up to five main access routes to higher education (including, but not limited to, entry with a school leaving certificate, entry with a vocational education certificate, entry without
formal certification).

Route 5""
IIL12. The different routes are opening access to...

{lIL 11_SQ001} @all HEIs /HE programmes Qsome HEIs / HE programmes ONo answer
{I_11_SQ002} Qall HEIs /HE programmes Qsome HEIs / HE programmes ©No answer
{IIL_ 11_SQ003} Qull HEIs /HE programmes Qsome HEs / HE programmes @No answer
(m_11_5Q004}  Qall HEIs /HE programimes Qsome HEIs / HE programmes ©No answer
{M_11_SQ005} Qull HEIs /HE programmes Qsome HEIs / HE programmes @No answer

111.12.1. For routes that only open access to some HEls or programmes, please specify to which institutions/programmes they do open access and to which institutions/programmes they do not open
access:

TIL13. Please provide the percentages of students entering through each access route. If you cannot provide the exact percentages, please provide at least approximate data (estimates). Please indicate
in the appropriate text field whether the information is based on official data or an estimate.

{Ill_11_SQ001}:% of students entering HE through this access route 100

{IIl_11_SQ001}:Official data based on central level monitoring, including
surveys

X

{IIL_11_SQ001}:Estimates
{IIL_11_SQ001}:Impossible to say (no official data and impossible to estimate)
{Ill_11_SQ002}:% of students entering HE through this access route

{I_11_SQ002}:Official data based on central level monitoring, including
surveys

{III 11_SQ002}:Estimates
{IIl_11_SQO002}:Impossible to say (no official data and impossible to estimate)
{IIl_11_SQ003}:% of students entering HE through this access route

{Il_11_SQ003}:Official data based on eentral level monitoring, including
surveys

{11 11_SQO003}:Estimates
{IL 11_SQO003}:Impossible to say (no official data and impossible to estimate)
{IIL_11_SQ004}:% of students entering HE through this access route

{Ill 11_SQ004}:Official data based on central level monitoring, including
surveys



{Il1 11_SQ004}:Estimates
{IIL 11_SQ004}:Impossible to say (no official data and impossible to estimate)
{IIL_11_SQ005}:% of students entering HE through this access route

{Ill 11_SQ005}:Official data based on central level monitoring, including
surveys

{II_11_SQ005}:Estimates
{IIT_11_SQO005}:Impossible to say (no official data and impossible to estimate)

111.13.1. Please indicate the source of the official data:
According to the Law on Higher Education Institutions [http://likumilv/doc.php?id=37967] students may entry the higher education with secondary school certiflicate (or respective [oreign education)

T.13.2. Comments

1IL14. Are there any incentives for higher education institutions to admit non-traditional students?

TI.14.1. Please indicate which incentives exist and how they operate.
Do they apply to all HEIs or only to some HEIs? If they only apply to some HEIs, please indicate to which ones.

TI.15. Comments

IIL16. In your country, are there any bridging programmes for HE candidates who do not possess standard qualification(s) opening access to higher education?

@] Yes, such programmes cxist and they are targeted at those who left school prior to the completion of any type of upper sccondary education.
Q Yes, such programmes exist and they are targeted at those who have completed an upper secondary progranume which does not allow direct access to higher education.
No, such programmes do not cxist.

111.16.1. Please provide details on these programmes, the qualifications they lead to (e.g. standard upper secondary school leaving certificate, qualification/certificate that differs from the standard
upper secondary school leaving certificate) and the number of participants completing the courses (latest available statistics):

TII.17. Comments

IIL18. Can higher education candidates without standard qualifications be admitted to higher education on the basis of the recognition of their prior non-formal and informal learning?

No, this is not possible (i.c. all HE candidates must hold a HE cntry qualification).

TIL18.1. Please indicate the steering documents on which admission to HE on the basis of recognition of prior non-formal and informal learning is based (if any):

11.19. Please choose the statement that best applies to your country-specific situation:

T1.20. In your country, do steering documents refer to any specific requirements for HE candidates who would like to gain access to HE based on the recognition of their non-formal and informal
learning?

0 Yes, steering documents refer to specific age requircments
@] Yes, steering documents refer to requirements related to the duration of prior professional experience
O ves, steering documents refer to other requirements

No, there is no reference in steering documents to any requirements

I1.20.1. If steering documents contain refercnces to specifie requirements, pleasc provide the details on the exact formulation here:
T1.20.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s) here:

IIL21. Based on official statistics or estimates please indicate the proportion of students entering higher education through the recognition of non-formal and informal learning (i.e. without standard
HE entry qualifications):

Please choose

I1.21.1. Please indicate the source of this information

Please choose

111.21.2. Please specify:
TL22. Comments

111.23. Is student retention and/or completion defined as an objective in the steering documents in your country?
Yes v
T.23.1. Please specify how this objective is defined:

Guidelines of Education Development for 2007 - 2013 [http://www.mk.gov.lv/lv/mk/tap/?pid=40305684] set the objective that by 2020 40% of inhabitants in the age group 30-34 should have higher
cducation

111.23.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s).
Guidelines of Education Development for 2007 - 2013 [http//www.mk.gov Iv/lv/mk/tap/?pid=40305684]

T1.24. Tn your country, are targets set to measure progress regarding student retention and/or completion?

Yes M

T1.24.1. Please describe the targets:



Guidelines of Education Development for 2007 - 2013 [http://www.mk.gov.lv/Iv/mk/tap/?pid=40305684] set the objective that by 2020 40% of inhabitants in the age group 30-34 should have higher
education

T1.24.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s).

Guidelines of Education Development for 2007 - 2013 [http://www.mk.gov.lv/lv/mk/tap/?pid=40305684]

IIL.25. Are under-represented groups of students specifically targeted in your policies to increase completion rates?

No, the aimis to improve completion rates for all students

I1.25.1. Please specify the groups of students that are targeted:
T1.25.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s ):

111.26. In your country, are there any specific measures to improve retention rates of first year students?

T1.26.1. Please describe the measures:
111.26.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s):

T.27. Are there any incentives in your country encouraging students to complete their studies within a limited period of time (e.g. 3-4 years for a bachclor degree)?
Yes, there are financial incentives encouraging students to complete their studies within a limited period of time
IIL27.1. Please provide details on the incentives that exist in your country:

The majority of students pay for their studies, therefore it is a natural financial incentive for themto complete the studies within the limited period of time. Also students that profit fromthe state funded
study placements, have to complete studies on time, otherwise they are loosing the state funded placement. Completion of studies within a limited period of time has been one of the prerequisites for
becoming cligible for the ESF scholarships for graduate and PhD studics. Loans may be received for period of time not longer than that intended for the acquisition of the relevant study programme and
the programms have to be successfully acquired by the loan recipients.

IIL27.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s):

Regulations regarding Stipends [http:/likumi.lv/doc.php?id=93004#p4&pd=1]

Procedures for the Allocation, Repayment and Cancellation of a Study Loan and Student Loan from the Resources of Credit Institutions with the Government Guarantee [http://likumi.lv/doc.php?
id=25577]

TI.28. Does the improvement of completion/drop-out rates have an impact on HEIs' funding?

(] Yes, within a funding formula
(] Yes, as a performance-based mechanism

@ No

TL28.1. Please provide details how:
111.28.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s):

T1.29. Are there any other non-financial mechanisms/incentives in place to help HEIs improve student completion rates ?

11L29.1. Please provide details:
T1.29.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to all relevant document(s).
111.30. Comments

IL31. Are student complction rates systematically measured in your country?

(] Yes, at the end of the 1st cycle
Yes, at the end of the 2nd cycle
No, completion rates are not measured

IIL31.1. Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s):
T.31.2. Comments

111.32. In your country, are pletion rates calculated for underrepresented groups of students?

T.32.1. Please specify for which underrepresented groups data is calculated:

IIL32.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s):

TIL33. Based on your official data, please provide the following information:

Completion rate of 1st cycle programmes, most recent available year:% according to
official data based on central level monitoring

Completion rate of 1st cycle programmes, most recent available year:Year
Completion rate of 1st cycle programmes, most recent available year:not available

Completion rate of 1st cycle programmes 5 years earlier (than most recent available
year):% according to official data based on central level monitoring

Completion rate of 1st cycle programmes 5 years earlier (than most recent available
year):Year



Completion rate of 1st cycle programmes 5 years earlier (than most recent available
year):not available

Completion rate of 2nd cycle programmes, most recent available year:% according
to official data based on central level monitoring

Completion rate of 2nd cycle programmes, most recent available year:Year
Completion rate of 2nd cycle programmes, most recent available year:not available

Completion rate of 2nd cycle programmes 5 years carlier:% according to official
data based on central level monitoring

Completion rate of 2nd cycle programmes 5 years earlier:Year
Completion rate of 2nd cycle programmes 5 years earlier:not available

Completion rate of programmes not divided into two cycles, most recent available
year:% according to official data based on central level monitoring

Completion rate of programmes not divided into two cycles, most recent available
year:Year

Completion rate of programmes not divided into two cycles, most recent available
year:not available

Completion rate of programmes not divided into two cycles S years earlier :%
according to official data based on central level monitoring

Completion rate of programmes not divided into two cycles 5 years earlier :Year
Completion rate of programmes not divided into two cycles 5 years earlier :not

available

T.34. Comments

1IL.35. Are student drop-out rates systematically measuredin your country?

Yes, at the end of each year

T.35.1. Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s):

It is not measured directly, but can be estimated based on student numbers.

TIL36. In your country, arc drop-out rates calculated for underrcpresented groups of students?

IIL.36.1. Please specify for which groups data is calculated:
T.36.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s):

1IL37. In your country, how are students who change study programme considered?

They arc counted as "drop-outs” fromthe programme in which they cnrolled

111.37.1. Please specify

IIL38. Are data on drop-out rates publicly available in your country?

Yes v

111.38.1. Please specify by which organisation and how frequently:

Annual reports on higher cducation statistics by the Ministry of Educationa and Science [http://www.izmgov.lv/]

111.38.2. Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s) or websites:
Report on higher education statistics [htip:/izmizm gov.lv/registri-s tatis tika/statis tika-augstaka.himl]
TIL39. Based on your official data, please provide the following information:
Drop-out in first year of 1st cycle programmes, most recent available year:%
according to official data based on central level monitoring
Drop-out in first year of 1st cycle programmes, most recent available year:Year

Drop-out in first year of 1st cycle programmes, most recent available year:not
available

Drop-out